
Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Jurisdictional Separations and Referral to the
Federal-State Joint Board

)
)
)
)
)

Petition by Gila River Telecommunications, Inc. )
Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. Sections 36.3, 36.123 - 126, )
36.152 -157, and 36.372 - 382 for Commission )
Approval to Unfreeze Part 36 Category )
Relationships )

To: Chief, Wireline Competition Bureau

CC Docket No. 80-286
DA 07-3809

REPLY COMMENTS OF
GILA RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Gila River Telecommunications, Inc. ("GRTI"), by its attorneys and pursuant to the

Wireline Competition Bureau's ("Bureau") Public Notice l concerning GRTI's above-captioned

Petition to Unfreeze Part 36 Category Relationships (the "Petition"), hereby submits these Reply

Comments.

GRTI filed the Petition in November of 2006, and filed supplemental information in

support of the Petition (the "Supplement") on August 31, 2007. GRTI's Petition requested a

waiver of 47 C.F.R. Sections Part 36.3, 36.123 - 126, 36.152 - 157, and 36.372 - 382 rules as

these rules relate to frozen category relationships only. The requested waiver would permit

GRTI to accurately report its costs to NECA for the current configuration of its facilities, and

recover approximately $1.2 million annually in lost Universal Service High Cost support. The

1 Comment Sought on a Petition Filed by Gila River Telecommunications Inc. for Waiver Concerning the
Commission's Part 36 Jurisdictional Separations Rules, Public Notice, DA 07-3809 (reI. August 31, 2007) (the
"Notice").



Petition and Supplement recounted GRTI's achievements in expanding its network, increasing

subscribership and commencing the deployment of advanced services on the tribal lands of the

Gila River Indian Community. As explained in greater detail in the Petition and Supplement,

absent a grant of the requested waiver, GRTI will need to curtail its efforts to bring basic and

advanced telecommunications services to the remote and sparsely-populated tribal lands it

serves. Alternately, GRTI would need to raise rates to its customers, many of whom are low

income consumers who can ill-afford the increased costs.

Only one party, the National Telecommunications Cooperative Association ("NTCA")

submitted initial comments on the Petition by the October 1, 2007 deadline specified in the

Notice. NTCA agrees that the factors stated by GRTI in its Petition warrant a waiver of the

category freeze. In particular, NTCA notes that GRTI's "efforts to bring telephone and

broadband services to unserved tribal areas are hampered by a reduced rate-of-return [and] high

cost support." See Comments of National Telecommunications Cooperative Association (filed

October 1, 2007) ("NTCA Comments") at 3. NTCA recognizes the significance to GRTI of

foregoing recovery from the Universal Service Fund, and observes, in contrast, that the

approximately $1.2 million to which GRTI is entitled "will have no more than a minimal impact

on the Universal Service Fund." ld. at 4. Moreover, NTCA confirms the hardship that the

extended freeze places on small, rural carriers like GRTI. ld.

As the industry association representing rural telecommunications carners, NTCA is

well-versed in the challenges faced by rural carriers in providing critical communications

services to sparsely-populated areas. In light of NTCA's experience with telecommunications

issues in rural and high-cost areas, its support of GRTI's Petition weighs strongly in favor of a

grant of the requested waiver.
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WHEREFORE, for the reasons stated herein, and in the Petition and Supplement, GRTI

respectfully requests that the Commission expeditiously grant the requested waiver of the

category freeze.

Respectfully submitted,

GILA RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC.

VENABLELLP
575 7th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20004
Tel.: (202) 344-4000

DATE: October 15, 2007
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have on this 15th day of October 2007, served the foregoing Reply
Comments on the following persons and parties:

By Electronic Mail:

Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Federal Communication Commission
445 lih Street, SW
Room 8-B201
Washington, DC 20554·
Kevin.martin@fcc.gov

Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Federal Communication Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Room 8-B115
Washington, DC 20554
Michae1.copps@fcc.gov

Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Federal Communication Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Room 8-C302
Washington, DC 20554
Robert.mcdowell@fcc.gov

Amy Bender
Wireline Competition Bureau
Federal Communication Commission
445 lih Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
Amy.bender@fcc.gov

David Duarte
Wireline Competition Bureau
Federal Communication Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
david.duarte@fcc.gov

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Federal Communication Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Room 8-A204
Washington, DC 20554
Deborah.tate@fcc.gov

Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Federal Communication Commission
445 lih Street, SW
Room 8-A302
Washington, DC 20554
Jonathan.adelstein@fcc.gov

Jeremy Marcus
Wireline Competition Bureau
Federal Communication Commission
445 lih Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
Jeremy.marcus@fcc.gov

Thomas Buckley
Wireline Competition Bureau
Federal Communication Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
thomas.buckley@fcc.gov

Best Copy and Printing, Inc.
445 12th Street, SW
Room CY-B402
Washington, DC 20554
fcc@bcpiweb.com



By First Class Mail, Postage Pre-Paid:

Daniel Mitchell
Karlen Reed
National Telecommunications

Cooperative Association
4121 Wilson Boulevard, 10th Floor
Arlington, VA 22203

~mes U. Troup
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